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We find that ultrasound is a useful tool for assessment of the dimensions and hardness of major salivary glands. The 
dimensions and hardness of the glands are associated with body weight and previous irradiation. 

This study proves that the salivary glands in an Asian population have smaller measurements than those in a European 
population. This study also confirms that, in this population, there is a relationship between body weight and gland size. 
In addition to altering the gland size, previous radiation for two or more years is shown to be correlated with smaller 
gland size and more fibrosis; this is confirmed with elastography.
















